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2015 03 31 
 
TO:   Members of the Regimental Family 
 
SUBJCT:  Quarterly Update 
 

Friends and Fellow Rangers, 
 
As promised in December I intend to pen a quick update like this to all members of the 
family following any major event or within the week following every Council meeting as a 
way to help keep everyone in the picture. Your comments and questions are always 
welcomed. 
 
On January 1st we had the opportunity to cheer on the Rangers at the first Levee Day 
hockey tournament in support of the Canadian Rangers. The event was held at Can-Ice 
at York University and was a great event. Particularly nice was that it was organized as 
a family event and there were games for the kids and a post tournament family skate for 
all. I have been informed that celebrations at the various armouries was lighter than 
usual but still a good time to meet and greet. 
 
On Feb 25th we had the first change of the Colonel of the Regiment parade. Of 
particular note was that John Graves Simcoe’s actual sword, brought from the Ontario 
Archives, was used as part of the ceremony officiated by our Honorary Colonel. This will 
be part of the tradition going forward. We welcome Her Honour Elisabeth Dowdeswell 
as the new Colonel of the Regiment as His Honour David Onley steps down but not 
away. In recognition of his contributions he has been appointed as an Honorary Colonel 
Emeritus and will continue his relationship with the Regiment and the Regimental family 
in that capacity. 
 
On March 25th we had our official annual meeting of Council with much discussed and 
debated. Our issues with the Director General Morale and Wellness Services and the 
CRA concerning our charitable status seem to finally have been resolved in that CRA 
has acknowledged that Council is a separate entity and not under CF control so they 



are not looking to revoke or annul our status. The formal legal merger of the defunct 
Regimental Association and the incorporated Regimental Council occurred on Jan 1st, 
2015. This will significantly help us to move forward. Many thanks to former CO Ross 
McKee for his great help in resolving these issues. We are still waiting for an updated 
charitable status to be issued to the new, incorporated entity of Council but expect that 
to occur in the next few weeks. We can continue to operate without restriction under the 
old status in the meantime. 
 
The Treasurer, Peter Ellis, reported on the final 2014 numbers which were even better 
than we had been lead to expect in December. Council approved the financial 
statements and also approved moving a substantial portion of last year’s surplus to the 
capital account for reinvesting in future projects. Although we have budgeted for a small 
deficit in 2015 our finances overall are in excellent shape thanks to the Finance 
Committee and our improved revenue generation. 
 
Council voted in two additional members at the meeting. Vicki Ollers is joining Council 
as part of the Outreach Committee. She is well known to many members as one of the 
key people on our Garrison Ball Committee in 2012 and more recently helping to 
organize the visit of the Duke of York. The other is Stewart Burton who is the Vice Chair 
of the Royal Bank of Canada and will be joining the Fund Raising Committee. Welcome 
to both. We continue to look for assistance on most committees as many hands make 
light work so if you want to help or have suggestions for additional members let me 
know. 
 
Council had a boisterous debate about the Kit Shop and how we could help. Further 
study is required and proposals are to come at our next meeting. Council is committed 
to helping the Regiment but structuring the business model for a workable Kit Shop is 
the key to its ongoing success.  
 
Diane Kruger, Chair of the Museum and Heritage Committee tabled a report about the 
work that her committee has been doing especially the displays that will be going up in 
Aurora prior to Simcoe Day. The committee is also working on getting appraisals 
completed for our collection. 
 
The next meeting of Council will be Jun 3rd, 2015 beginning at 1900. All Councillors and 
Members of Council are invited to attend. 
 
Celer et audax, 

 
K.W. Corkery 
Chair of the Regimental Council 


